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Mcfli Eots & Giwe,  Portfnouth, Nevem. 1, !76;.
YEﬂcrday great Numbers of our Brethren in tbe

Country, eqlally with varfelves, abhorring the
Thoughts of the Uperstion of the oppreflive Stamp
AQ, came in Bodics with Deliga of fhowiog a Refent-

" meat to the bapers, and to Mr. Melerve, whom they
had been imprudestly told did defign to diflribure
them ; upoo which feme of Lis Majelty’s Couocil a:d

a Number of Geatlemen from the Tows,met them at

*\ £ YA NELY lmportant In colomal times. the CloSe Tavern 03 the Plain, snd thereexpoflolated
with them on the Mallaey of foch a Report, and Mr,

Newspapers, gazettes, broadsides (announcements), all were eagerly read. News became even
more important when the British decided to impose taxes on the Americans to help pay for
British wars. The colonists resented these taxes and protested.

Ten pieces of news are presented here, dated from 1765 to 1773. The news relates to the Americans’
problems with the Stamp Act (1765), then the Act’s repeal (1766), followed by the Declaratory Act
(1766), and the Townshend Acts (1767). These imposed taxes on the American colonists. The
Townshend Acts not only imposed taxes on glass, lead, paint, paper, and tea, all of which had to
be imported from England, but were accompanied by quartering soldiers in Boston. A result was
the Boston Massacre, in which five citizens were shot by British soldiers.

How to Read: In images of old writing, both print and hand-written, the letter that looks like an
“f” where an “s” should be is an archaic form of the “s,” called the “long s.” It was used to replace the
single “s” or the first “s” in a word with a double “s.” Read these just as you would an “s.”

Activities follow this slide show and on the downloadable handout. Read and think like an
American of these tumultuous colonial times! SlideShow by Jean O'Connor
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MERCURY,

28,- 1765, -

8 the great Wildom of the Aftronomers and Aftro-
logers at We-----—--r, fome Monthspaft, did pre-
dict the Exit of NorTH-AMERICAN LIBERTY
would happen at Twelve 0'Clock, on Thur(day

Night, the 31ft of.this Inftant ; fome few of his Friends went
afew Days ago to wait upon the poor old Gentleman, and
found him indeed gafping his laft, and now find him reduced
toa Skeleton,and begin to pay greatDeference to the Augury,
and have made proper Preparations for the vencrable Gentle-
man’s Interment, which is to be performed on Friday the 1ft

of November next : The Procellion to begin, from the Crown-
Coftee-Ioufe, at half after Eleven in the Forenoon-----where
all his true Sons are defired to repair ; but .if there is any
Baflard-kin, it is defired they would not fully his Memory
with their Company. .

His Children inform the whole World, that they will take
proper Notice of every Motion of Diforder and Riot, cither be-
fore, at, or after the Funcral, and profecute the Offenders,

. A MOURNER.,

October 28, 1765. Supplement to the Newport Mercury. A satirical
piece published when the Stamp Act was passed in which the writer
mourns the death of North American Liberty. The last sentence
promises that any disorder or riots will be punished.

Do you think the writer really means that?
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Yroms the VOTES of the Houfe of Reprofentatiots
of the Prevings of the Mallachaletts-Bay,

Marvtis, 29 D/e Ocrouwnis, 4. D, 1765. *

In the Houft of REPRESENTATIVES.
CCORDING tathe Orderof the Day,there
being a very full Houfe, the fellowing
Draft, which had been laid oa ths Table
was particularly conlidered, and thereup-
on Voted,

Whageas the jult Rights of His Majelty's Subjedts
of this Province, derived to thew from the Britifh
Cunflitation, as well as the Ryyaf Charter, havebeen
lately drawn into Queflion : In order toafcertainthe
fame, this Houfe do UNANEMOUSLY come ioto the
following Refolves,

1. Refolved, 'Thatihere are certain effential Rights
of the Briti/h Conftitutlon of Government which ate
founded in the Law of God and Natare, and 2re the
common Rights of Maokiad-+--Thercfore

2. Refolved, That the Inhabitants of this Province
are waalienably enticled to thofe effential Rights in
commion with all Mea : And that no Law of Sbcicty
can, confiltent with the Law of God asd Nature, dis
velt them of thofe Rights,

3. Refolved, That no Man can jultly take the Pro«
perty of another without his Confent : And thatup-
on this original Principle the Right of Reprefentation.
in the fume Body, which exercifes the Power of ma-
king Laws for levying Taxes, which is ooc of the
miin Pillats of the Britith Conflitution, is cvidently
four * 4. )
¢folded, That this irikérent Right, together
we. 4l other effential Rights, Liberties, Privileges
and Inintunities, of the People of Great Britain,have
been fally confirmed to them by Magna Charta; and
&y formet and lated AQs of Parliameat,

Boston Gazette, Nov. 4, 1765.
On October 29, 1765, the
House of Representatives of
Massachusetts Bay votes
that they are entitled to
certain rights that derive to
them from the British
Constitution, so they
resolve that no one can take
their property without their
consent.

Who do they say does have
the right to tax them?



“Glorious News.”
From the London

Glorious News,

Juft received from Boflon, brought by Mefirs.
Fonathan Lowder, aiid Theiias Brackett. Gazette, March 18,

BOSTON, Friday 11 o'Clock, 16th May, 1766, ]766°
'THIS Inftant ar-ived here the Brig Harrifon, belonging to Jchn Han-
cock, Efg; Captain Shubacl Coffin, in 6 Wecks and 2 Days from In Boston, on May 16,

LONRON, with important News, as follows.

g3 1766, the brig
Harrison brought the
news of the repeal of

"~ From the London Gazette.
Weftminfler, March 18th, 1766.

HIS day his Majefty came to the Houfe of l:eefra. :nrd being in his
royal rohes fated on the Throne with the ufual folemnity, Sir
I Fuancis Molincux, Gentleman Uther of the Black Rod, wa fent the Stamp Act.
with a Mecflige trom his Ma'ey to the Houle of Commons,
commanding their attendar ce in the H Peers. The Commons being
come thither accordingly, h.s Majelty was pleafed to give his royal aflzat to

An ACT w REPEAL an A& made in the lafl Sefficn of Parliament in-

tituled, an A¢t for granting and applying certain Stamp-Dutics and other Du- See the last sentence.

ties in the Britith Colonies and Plantations in America, towar's fu-ther de-

fraying the Expences of defending, prote®ing and fecuring the f{iae, and for .
lmrndgmg fuch parts of thr feveral Aéts of Parliament relating to thie trade and Wh at klnd Of addreSS
revenues of the faid Colonies aad Plantations, as dire& the manne- of deter-
mining and reovering the penalties and forfeitures therein mentioned.
Alfo ten public bills, and feventezn private or.zs. are the merChantS
Yefterday there wat a meeting of the principal Merchants concerned in the likel tO prepare for
American trade, ac the King's Arms tavern in Cornhill, to confider of an Ad- y p p
drefs to his Majefty un th- beneficial Repeal of the late Stamp-Act. th e ki n gr)



T AMEPOK LI ED trom LUNDUIN,
By Abigaill Whitney,
AND [O BE SOLD at her Shop in Union-Street,
A large Affortment of Goods,

amoung which are the follawing Articles, qaite

low for the Cafh : -
BLUE,grcen. and cloth-coloared EnglithDzmatks,
newelt fathion firiped and flowered Lutelrings,
Mamea Silks, cloth-coloered changeable, and green
Mantua Silks, rich Tcbine Luteltrings, rich cloth co-
Jour Ducapes, plain and fprigg'd, rich Broglios, Mel-
finets and Crapes, {prigg'd and plainPoplins, plain and
ftriped Camblets, beft double Cambleis, figurcd S¢uffs,
"Taffities, Peifi ns, Bengals, Alamode, figured Moldes,
lace & fnail Trim ning, handfomeAffortment Patches,
Chints and Callico, Puiniture Callicoes Lawns, Cam.
bricks, Irifh Linnens apd Sheeting, filk Gloves and
Mitts, belt Bath Lamb Gloves and Mites, (prigg'd and
p'ainGauze, Fans, Necklaces, fine Bag hollards, 3.qr,
and 7 8 hs Garlix, white Lace, a varicty Droadcloths,

March 24, 1768. Supplement
to the Massachusetts Gazette.
This advertisement states
that Abigail Whitney has
for sale in her shop a large
assortment of goods
imported from London,
including cloth, silks,
poplins, calicoes, as well as
necklaces, lace, thread, and
many other items.

What must this shop owner
do because of Non-
Importation agreements?



The true Soiis of Liberiy

And Supportcis of the Non-Importation

Agrecment,

RE determined to réfent any the lealt
Infult or Menace offer'd to any one cr
more of the feveral Committees ap-

pointed by the Body at Faneuil-Hall, and
chaftife any onc or more of them as they
deferve ; and will alfo fupport the Printers
in any Thing the Committces thall defirs
them to print.

«AS a Warning to any one that {hall
affront as aforefaid, upon fure Infor-
mation given, one of thefe Advertife-
ments will be pofted up at the Donr
or Dwelling-Houfe of the Offender.

F=

True Sons of Liberty —
Broadside. 1768. The
Sons of Liberty posted
this broadside to
declare they support
the committees
appointed by the town
and the printers.

What do the Sons of
Liberty say will happen
to any offenders?



From the Massachusetts Gazette, May 3, 1770.

we will heep our money. “Thank God we have a glo.
rious country ; we can (ubfit independent of the
whole woild, We have " fufficient to feed our boilies,
and clothe them with ouy own fldeces. A [pirit-of
cecondomy angd induitry has wonderfully diffufed itfclf
through this whole province ; it is {carce credible how
“many females of all ranks have in this town learngd to
ipiry ang all the hyanches both in linen and woallen,
I laye ten children, one a daughter, 14 years old ;
the reft are all bo?rs, exceptan infant, ‘Thisdaughter
Is conftantly employed in fpisning 5 ‘both myfelt and
wife, antl all my children, wear of her indultry alone
all our ftackings and gloves, My girl fpins, and my
wife afifts ber'in kunitting, ‘Thefe things 2re rare in
any fea-port taywns In England } but they are common
in'Boftop, wiere fuch a (pirit of prudence preiils,

In this personal letter, a proud father explains that his daughter spins enough
yarn that his whole family can wear stockings and gloves knitted from it. What
effect on British merchants would this practice have if many people did the
same? Would it be effective against British policy?
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"" Laft Thurflay, agresablé to a general Requeft of the
Iihabitants, and by the Conlént of Parents and Friends,
were carried to their Grave in Succeffion, the Badies
of- Samacl Gray, Samuel Mawvérick, Famis Caldrwell,
and Crijpur Attucks, the unhappy Viltihs who fell in
she bloody Maflacre of theMonddy Evening preceeding |

-

Boston Gazette, March 12, 1770. Article showing four coffins of those who died
on March 12, 1770. One more died later from the shooting called the Boston
Massacre. How would those in Boston have felt about the event?



BosTOoN-GoALy Monday, 12th Ivlatch 3770,
MeDieurs Loes & G,

?ERM!‘T me 1bra” the Channel of your Paper, to return

iy Thanks bn tha mofl publick Manner to the Inbahi-
lants 18 'geneml:;f thit Town-ivha throwing afice all
Party and Prejedice, have aith the utmofl Humanity and
Freedam fiept forth Bdwocates for Trath, tn Defence of my
Irjured Innocence, in the late unhappy Affair that happened
on Moxday Night lofl 1 Ard to affure them, that ] fhall
ever have the Lighd Serse of the Jultice they haws dine
me, awhich avill be evar gratefully rememberdd, by

Their much oblized and mefl oz;diem btonlleSsrrany,
THOMAS PRESTON

Boston Gazette, Mar. 12, 1770. Thomas Preston, the Captain of the
British soldiers accused of shooting five citizens in the street,
writes a statement from the Boston Goal (Jail).

Why is he thanking the citizens of Boston?
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¥ 0SS T U N, june %

L A T a Mteting of the Merchants and others in
Trade, on NMonday latt, a Letter zeceived b
Exprefs from the Merchants at New«York was read,
propofing fome Relaxation in tiic Non-importativa
Agreement 1 The Subje&t-Matter of this Letter was
matutely confidered and debated 3 and it was thereup.
on Refolved {till to idhere to the Non-importation
Agreement, without the lealt Deviatjon until the Re-
venne At impofing a Duty on Tea, &c, was totally
repealed ¢ And the Trade further Voted, That the
ftanding Committee fhould immediataly inform the
Merehants of New-York of this the'}[ RESOLUTION;
and.the Expreft returned on Tueiday lalt with this

Refolution,

e - . . - Na - . - - ™ e

Massachusetts Gazette, June, 1770. Meeting of Merchants,
Boston. The merchants agree to stick to their Non-
Importation agreements. What is their goal?
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BosToN, DECEMBER 1, 1773,
GENTLEMEN,

HE Committee of Correfpondence for this 'Town kad uft prepared
their Letter covering the Proceedings of the Town at their two
late Meetings of the sth and 18th ultimo, when a Ship arrived
from London with Part of the Eaft-India Company's Teas : This

induced us to forbear fending the Letters until we could procure fome fur-
ther Intelligence.  On Monday laft this and the neighbouring Towns 2s
one Body convened at Faneuil-Hall, 'till the Aflembly were {o numerous as
occdfion’d an Adjournment to the Old South Meeting-fioufc, where it was
computed there was upwards of §coo Perfons, and then came into 2 Num-
ber of Votes and Refolves unanimoufly ; aCopy of which bcing handed to
us by a Committee of that Body, we now forward to you, and are with
great Efteem your Friends and humble Servants.

By Order of the Committee of Bofton.

December 1,1773. A
Letter from the
Committee of
Correspondence,
deliberating what to do
with shipments of tea.
Thousands of people met
at the Old South Meeting
House about the
shipments of tea sent by
the British in the harbor.
What does this tell you
about the decision to
throw the tea into the
water, known as the
Boston Tea Party?



Activities: Choose one of the articles shown here. Do one
of the following:

+ Draw a political cartoon illustrating its meaning. Write
a caption for the cartoon.

+ Write a short speech to be delivered at a meeting that
presents the ideas of the article.

+ Choose ten important words from the article and write
a poem, rhymed or free verse, including the words.

+ Create a poster presenting the main ideas of the
article. Include the date.

Download the handout of this show if you like.
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